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Aaron Wilkes has 20 years’ experience working in schools as a teacher, department and faculty leader. 

He has also taken on pastoral and behaviour management positions within school and, as a 

consequence of these varied roles, has led teams of teachers (trainee teachers, NQTs and experienced 

full and part-time teachers) through a range of whole-school initiatives. A veteran of nine Ofsted 

inspections, a large number of practices and procedures used within his departments have been 

initiated across the whole-school and he has run workshops on these in both local schools and other 

academy trusts and LAs. 

In addition to the classroom, Aaron has worked widely in publishing. He is the author of Oxford 

University Press’s KS3 History textbook series/online package (KS3 History by Aaron Wilkes), which is 

currently one of the best-selling KS3 textbook series in Britain. He is also the Series Editor/Co-author of 

OUP/AQA’s KS4 History textbooks which matches the new GCSE specification. He has written a number 

of teaching articles (for the BBC, Oxford University Press and SecEd Magazine, for example), has run 

workshops and lectured at a number of teaching/academic conferences and has recently worked on a 

series of ten short animated films for BBC Learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“..refreshing to have really 

good, practical, ready-to-

use ideas, delivered by a 

real teacher who knows how 

children work..”                       

RE Teacher – James Brindley School 

“Came away buzzing from Aaron’s 

session – I particularly liked the 

emphasis put on the pupils doing the 

work, building their resilience through 

high expectations”           

DT Teacher – Ysgol Dyffryn Nantlle 
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Scrabble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Think of a word connected to………… 

• Write out the word, then add up the value of the 

letters 

• Highest value word wins…… 

How/when/where could I use this?  
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Find someone who…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How/when/where could I use this?  
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Selected Alphabet 

How/when/where could I use this?  
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 The All-In Memory game 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image/diagram outside the room. Students in group. One stays 

behind to draw/write (they are the only one that can touch 

pens/pencils/paper). Others take it in turns to go out, look at 

image and return to describe it to the writer.   

How/when/where could I use this?  
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The most engaging card sort…..ever 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How/when/where could I use this?  
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No place to hide carousel 

 

 

 

  

Students set the questions – then find out the answers by 

working their way around ‘information stations’. Great way to 

ensure collaborative learning takes place as they each 

contribute to the whole 

How/when/where could I use this?  

8 



Student-set success criteria 

  

Teacher provides the prompt (see below), students work out 

what they need to know to be successful – then they find out 

themselves….. 

• Ideal way to differentiate by input 

• Promotes collaborative, inclusive learning – students do 

the work! 

How/when/where could I use this?  
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The role of checklists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zine 

 

  

DRAW YOUR SHIP HERE 
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The Frayer Model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it?  A way of organizing and building student 

vocabulary. Students define target vocabulary and apply 

their knowledge by generating examples and non-

examples, giving characteristics, and/or drawing a picture 

to illustrate the meaning of the word.  

 

 

How/when/where could I use this? Is there a particular class that one 

of these tools might work with?  
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Slow writing 

My attempt…… 

How/when/where could I use this?  
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No passengers! 

 

  
Simple ways to stop the class being ‘dominated’ 

by a few students, which can turn other students 

into ‘passengers’.  

How/when/where could I use this? Is there a particular class that 

one of these tools might work with?  
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Question time 

  

Did you know? 

• Questioning accounts for up to a third of all teaching time, second only to the time 

devoted to explanation  

• Most questions are answered in less than a second. That's the average time 

teachers allow between posing a question and accepting an answer, throwing it to 

someone else, or answering it themselves  

• Research has found, however, that increasing the wait time improves the number 

and quality of the responses - three seconds for a lower-order question and more 

than 10 seconds for a higher-order question  

 

OPEN QUESTIONING: 

Definition: 

 

 

Example: 

 

CLOSED QUESTIONING: 

Definition: 

 

 

Example: 
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Questioning approaches 

  
“Three before me” 
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Helpdesks 

  
Trying to break the pupil’s ‘habit’ of asking for help at 

the first sign of difficulty – and the teacher’s instinct to 

help straight away! 

• Textbooks (different levels), homeworks, key words, good 

examples, dictionaries etc.  

• ‘History Helpdesk’, the ‘Enable Table’…….. 

Could you place one in your 

classroom? If so, where? 

What would be on it? 
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Multiple Choice: the comeback 

 

 

• Each sentence below has a few hidden blanks  

• Beneath each sentence are five sets of words  

• Choose the set that best fits the blanks 

Since 1813, reaction to Jane Austen’s novels has oscillated between __________ 

and condescension but in general, later writers have esteemed her works more highly 

than did most of her literary ______________. 

a) dismissal     admirers 

b) adoration     contemporaries 

c) disapproval     readers 

d) indifference    followers 

e) approbation     precursors 

A ratio is a way to ______ amounts of something. Recipes, for example, are 

sometimes given as ratios. To make pastry you may need to mix 2 parts flour to 1 

part fat. This means the ratio of flour to fat is ____. 

a) subtract     2:1 

b) multiply     1:1 

c) compare     2:1 

d) compare    3:1 

e) divide    2:1 

Have a go at creating one of your own. Not easy at first – but worth the time and effort. Get the 

pupils to make them too!  
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Multiple Choice: the comeback 

 

• In each of the following, pairs of words or phrases are 

followed by five other pairs.  

• Select the lettered pair that expresses a relationship 

similar to that of the original pair 

South America : Andes 
a) North America : Nevada desert 

b) Africa: Pyrenees 

c) Europe: Alps 

d) Australia : Great Barrier Reef  

e) Asia : Great Wall of China 

 

Tennis : Umpire 
a) Golf : Commissaire 

b) Snooker : umpire 

c) Cricket : Marshall 

d) Football : Umpire 

e) Cycling : Commissaire 

 

Have a go at creating one/a few of your own. Not easy at first – but worth the 

time and effort. Get the pupils to make them too! 
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Multiple Choice: the comeback 

Read the scene carefully and select the correct PAIR of words  

 

Juliet: 

O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo? 

Deny thy _______ and refuse thy name; 

Or if thou wilt not, be but _____ my love 

And I'll no longer be a Capulet. 

Romeo: 

[Aside] Shall I hear more, or shall I speak at this? 

Juliet: 

'Tis but thy name that is my _______: 

Thou art thyself, though not a Montague. 

What's Montague? It is nor hand nor foot, 

Nor arm nor _____, nor any other part 

Belonging to a man. O be some other name! 

 

What's in a name? That which we call a _____ 

By any other word would smell as sweet;  

So Romeo would, were he not Romeo call'd, 

Retain that dear _________ which he owes 

Without that title.  

 

Romeo, doff thy _____, 

and for thy name, which is no part of thee, 

Take all __________. 

 

 

a) mother/swear 

b) father/hear 

c) self/sworn 

d) father/sworn 

a) friend/mouth 

b) enemy/leg 

c) enemy/face 

d) foe/face 

a) flower/voice 

b) rose/perfection 

c) rose/face 

d) boy/affection 

 

a) name/myself 

b) cap/love 

c) voice/chance 

d) heart/yourself 
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Seven step summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A really effective way of to get students to read text carefully, 

process what they are reading and summarize information 

How/when/where could I use 

this? Is there a particular class 

that one of these tools might 

work with?  
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Da Vinci moments 

 

• LISTEN to the 20 words 

• Then write as many down as you can (no cheating!! 

No writing down the list before I tell you to!!) 

Can you think of any ‘da Vinci’ moments that you might 

introduce next week, next term….next lesson? 
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Notes 
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